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Dear Athletes, Coaches, Families and Friends: 

  

We gather here this weekend to experience the sights and sounds of athletes 
showcasing their amazing talent and abilities. Swimmers streamlining in the 
pool kicking for the win. Powerlifters demonstrate just how truly strong they 
are and not backing down from hard things. And our Track & Field athletes, 
zipping around the track, leaping in the sand, or heaving the shotput or 
softball long distances. Each of these athletes striving to be our 2024 State 
Champions.  
 

It takes hundreds of volunteers to make all this possible. From coaches and 
partners giving time to our athletes each week during their sports seasons, to 
the countless volunteers here this weekend helping to work each of our 
sports competitions, preparing and serving meals or selling souvenirs, please 
know that we appreciate you giving your time and know it does not go 
unnoticed! We recognize this is a busy time of year and hope the hours that 
you volunteer this weekend will fill your heart with joy and bring smiles to 
your face that make your cheeks hurt. Thank you! 
 

Today, we are here at Fargo North due to the fantastic support of one of our 
true SOND Champions – Jon Darling. Jon was the athletic trainer here at 
Fargo North. I remember our conversation last year when we were struggling 
to find a host location for our State Summer Games. He asked me if I would 
consider moving it to Fargo North. I told him to work his magic. In true Jon 
fashion, he smiled that sly smile and I knew he could make it happen. 
Unfortunately, we lost Jon far too soon. He was always so kind and treated 
our athletes so well. He took time to truly listen to each and every one of 
them. He would talk through the situation and come up with a plan to get 
them back in the competition. Jon was a part of our 2022 USA Games North 
Dakota delegation. I was so happy when they chose to honor Jon during the 
ESPN airing of the Opening Ceremonies. A man of high character and an even 
bigger heart (not to mention very funny). Jon touched many lives within the 
SOND family and I’m so thankful we are here today to say, “Thank You”. 

 



It’s at the local level – right here in our local communities across the state of 
North Dakota – where interested volunteers meet the athletes. That’s where 
the perceptions start to change and where the miracle of transformation 
takes place. “Opening Doors in ‘24” is our theme for this year. Establishing 
and cultivating relationships with our partners, we seek to develop shared-
value partnerships and immersive, employee engagement opportunities 
while furthering our ability to deliver life-changing programming to 
individuals with intellectual disabilities. We strive to deliver high-quality 
training and competition in an inclusive culture that stresses athletic 
excellence, rewards determination, emphasizes health and celebrates 
personal achievement. Our athletes inspire people in their communities to 
open their hearts to a wider world of human talents and potential. Together 
with your continued support, we will continue to grow and evolve to drive 
positive change. 
 

As Kieren Perkin stated, “Being your best is not as much about overcoming 
the barriers other people place in front of you as it is about overcoming the 
barriers we place in front of ourselves.” Thank you for helping us break down 
barriers to open more doors for our athletes in ’24.  

Sincerely, 

Nancy Hanson 
President & CEO  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     



        

Thank you for participating in the State Summer Games 

Tournament.  We truly hope you enjoy all the activities taking 

place during this event.  We thank the community of Fargo for 

its hospitality and the following people, businesses, and 

organizations for the generous donation of their time, effort, 

and the many contributions on behalf of the tournament. 

 

BNI Energy 

Coca-Cola Bottling Company High County 

Domino’s Pizza 

Fargo Public Schools 

Girl Scouts Troop 20721 

North Dakota State University 

Papa John’s Pizza 

Taco Shop  

Titan Machinery       

 

 

 

 

                                                                          

 

Athlete Oath 
Let me win. But if I cannot win,  
Let me be brave in the attempt. 



       Saturday, May 18th – Fargo North       
 

7:30am - 8:30am    Powerlifting Weigh Ins & Rack Height Check 

8:00am - 8:30am    Head of Delegation Check In 

8:00am - 9:00am          Powerlifting Warmups in Weight Room 

8:15am    Powerlifting Coaches Meeting in Weight Room 
or Hallway 

9:00am – 6:00pm        Powerlifting-First Bench Press then Deadlift 
Flights 

9:00am – 4:30pm  Souvenirs Sales in Commons Area 

10:00am – 4:00pm   Olympic Town in Fitness Gym 

10:30am – 11:00am  Head of Delegation Check In for delegations 
with no Powerlifters 

11:00am – 12:30pm  Lunch Distribution in the Commons Area 

    Athlete Meal Ticket Required 

11:45am     Swimming Coaches Meeting on Pool Deck 

12:30pm – 1:00pm  Swimming Warm Up  

1:00pm                       Swimming Competition Begins  

6:00pm – 7:00pm   Dinner in Commons Area 

    Athlete Meal Ticket Required 

7:00pm – 8:30pm   Dance in Commons Area 
 

*Powerlifting will be a running schedule.  Times listed are 
approximate and the schedule will run ahead when possible. 

 

Powerlifting Award Ceremonies will be after each Division is 
completed in Spartandome Plaza. 

Swimming Award Ceremonies will be after each Division is 
completed on the Pool Deck. 

 



      Sunday, May 19th – Fargo North      
 

9:00am      Head of Delegation Check In 

9:40am        Opening Ceremony Line Up in Commons 

10:00am – 10:45am   Opening Ceremony in Theatre 

10:45am                      Track & Field Coaches Meeting  

      (Near Long Jump Pit) 

11:00am - 3:00pm    Souvenir Sales near Door #28 

11:00am                  Track Events Begin  

11:00am – 12:30pm   Lunch Distribution  

11:20am     Field Events Begin 

Approx. 3:00pm    Final Track Event 

 

Track & Field Award Ceremonies will be after each Division 
is completed outside of the track near Door #25. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Powerlifting, Swimming, and 

Track & Field 
 

Belcourt 
  

ZaKaya Azure Rowdy Bercier Terrell Counts 

Hayden Davis Leslie DeCoteau Isaiah Gourneau 

Kaleb Johnson Shaun Longie Barbara Nelson 

Cindy Olson Jaellyn Schroeder Jenny Thielges  

 

Bismarck 
  

Carly Amundson  Benjamin Antonsen  Imajen Bird   

Miles Bishop Adam Bobbe  Reese Brabandt 

Kendrick Calavera Grady Christensen  Jesse Christensen 

Toby Dunbar Chris Goetz  Samantha Gorden 

Karen Halsey  Zachary Harrison  John Haugen 

Jernie Heid Vedrana Hodzic  Donnie Hook 

Morgan Huft Justin Jahner  Dave Johs         

Mark Jundt Angela Keller  Ethan Kenner  



Nancy Kielpinski Lynsey Koch     Adam Kuhn   

Kyla LaFromboise Aidan Meidinger  Aaron Miller 

Brieanna Moos Chad Munsch  Seth Nagel      

Steven Nilles Becky Nygaard  Jenna Osterlund   

Stephan Osterlund Grayson Rambaugh  Holly Scheetz  

Janet Schlecht Lawrence Schmidt  Ronald Schmidt  

Roxanne Scott Sarah Scott  Crystal Seefeldt  

Brandon Smith Patrick Sundby  Cassandra Tate  

Matthew Thompson Cheyenne VanNostrand Mark Wald  

Skye Wald Charles Warren  Maxx Wicks 
 

 
 

Cass County 
  

Breena Anderson Kyle Anderson Lisa Anderson 

Branden Austinson Amy Blehm Jeromy Brown 

Brieonna Burkhardt Alex Clute Emily Coykendall 

Mistie Creech Kelli Cymbaluk Codie DeVaney 

Renee Dolechek Kalvin Easley Anthony Eckroth 

Shelby Edberg Kenneth Fowler Aaron Freitag 

Patsy Garland Taylor Gunderson Scott Hagen 

Shena Holtgrewe Dennis Hopper Jennifer Hummel 

Benjamin Jacobson Axumite (Wern) James Aubrey Joffrion 

Joseph Jones Serena Kennedy Angie Kiefer 



Shawn Knutson Cindy May Macie McCarty  

Jamison McNeil Matt Miller Miranda Persellin 

Heather Pickett  Sara Randall Jim Roe  

Lance Rosenkranz Justin Skaurud John Sobocinski 

Laicy Sommerville Isaac Sorenson Alec Stein  

Kelli Stein Kevin Urlacher Taylor Waklee  

Jaqui Wieber Cade Wilson Lane Wilson  

Casie Wolfswinkel Austin Woodrow  

          

Dickinson 
 

Manny Acosta Rachael Axtmann Zackary Cox  

Ryan Duppong Nicole Hanel Carissa Hibl 

Robert McConnell Kyle W. Odell Scott Rogers 

Christopher Tagle Mikayla Tuhy Olivia Van Hook 

Ashley Zastoupil 

 

Grafton 
 

Shawn Hanson Jeremy Harper Linda Iverson 

Grayson Johnson Benjamin Laven Bryar Morin 

Samantha Stogner Jacob Teeters-Postina Mason Tollefson  



  

Grand Forks 
 

Dante Agnes Teresa Agnes Raquel Allison 

Erin Baumann Kelly Bertils Cheyenne Booth   

Zachary Bueling Kennedy Byfuglien Jennifer Capes 

Hannah Coble Issac Conrad David Dahlgren 

Keiran Dale Chad Daucsavage Jordan Erickson 

Mary Jo Esslinger Jolynn Faulhaber Breanna Foy 

Gracie Grabe Peter Gravdahl Genevieve Hasbrauck 

Stephaniee Hoff Tino Ibarra Floyd Johnson  

Sara Johnson Bennett Klein Gerard Kuznia  

Mary Lala Emily LaPlant Tommy Mikkelson 

Casey Monda Juliana Nelson Stacey Olson  



Jecky Oulare Toby Ripley Tyler Riskey  

Brett Roth Dani Sattler Austin Schlief  

Brent Shimpa Corey Shuler Dylan Sollund 

Madysen Stallmo Nicholas Stouder Kyanna Stringer 

Nova Stringer Kellie Swingen Jaiden Thompson 

Jerzey Thompson Kaden Thomsen John Tollefson  

Sherly Tollefson Benjamin Wahlstrand Adam Weiler  

Brady Wray David Yourk Jonathon Zacher  

 

Jamestown 
 

Jacob Baker Brian Bergstedt Rainann Bull  

Joey Bauer Heather Forderer Joseph Fuchs 

Jerry Grenz Erica Halvorson Tyler Halvorson 

Jake Hanson Jered Heilman Kaydence Hewitt 

Ty Kersting Samantha Kolden MarrLa Kraft 

Richard Kraft Theresa Kraft Skylar Lux 

Sydney Mathiasen Amanda McCann Melissa McGillivary 

Kelly Monson Tracey Odland Shannon Priewe 

Jennifer Randall Sandy Ruark Blaine J. Schultz 

Colten Shockman Tom Speyers Mandy Steckler  

Jenny Thielges Marcie Thielges Lacey Thu 

Joe Walden William Whitecotton Lindsay Widicker  

 

 

 

 



Mandan 
 

Jenny Adams James Braun Krystina Decoteau 

Michael Dickson Shale Erickson Russel Falter 

Sarah Flink Kayla Foth Erika Hager 

Jared Jans Ben Kincaid Jan Moser 

Jason Neis Justin Neis Benjamin Nelson 

Christhian Ortega-Rivera Monet Pavlish Sakkara Pruett 

Ann Schuh Sheridan Two Bears Paul Vardanega 

Mariah Wanner 

 

Minot 
 

Samantha Aalund Cindy Brossart Christy Coughlin 

Kelly Coutts Kimberly Coutts Tiffany Coutts 

Stetson Erickson Gavyn Herfendal Justin Hinds  

Avery Iversen Jesse Kraft Aushata Land  

Tyler Leintz Jazmyne Mittleider Jeff Nehring Jr. 

David Norwood Maksim Osadchuk Nick Poolman  

Grace Redding Connor Ringeon Alex Sloan  

Caleb Smith Tiffany Smith Brooke Vanzomeren 

Kimberley Winter  

 



Valley City 
 

Anthony Anderson Grant Anderson Jennifer Bennett 

Samuel Borg Adam Compson Bekah Cook 

MiKayla Deal RoxAnne DeKrey Marie DeLorme 

Jason Elston Paityn Elston Natasha Esch  

Faith Hanson Colleen Hehr Lee Hoff  

Jaxon Horsager Sam Ihry Matthew Johnson 

Michael A. Johnson Natalie Koch Alex Lanenga 

Keytyn Lemer Julie LeMier Nicholas LeMier 

Adam Maresh Kyler Max Aidyn McCombs 

Hannah Mueller Kandice Novak Jenna Roe 

Aydan Runge Tarissa Severson Ben Sorby 

Jess Stack Matthew Thorson Mike Venhuizen 

Diane Wagner Ryder Yanish  

Wahpeton 
 

Sandra Baker David Campbell Karl Eckre 

Katherine Hoots Melissa Moran 

 

 



 

Fargo – Monday, June 24, 2024 

 

Red River Valley Fairgrounds 

West Fargo - Saturday, October 5, 2024 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Experience the JOY that is Special Olympics! 

Volunteer Today! 
www.specialolympicsnd.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Olympics North Dakota 
2616 S 26th St, Grand Forks, ND 58201, United States 

Tel 701 746 0331 Fax 701 772 1265 
www.specialolympicsnd.org  Email info@specialolympicsnd.org 

Created by the Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Foundation. Authorized and accredited by Special 
Olympics, Inc for the benefit of persons with intellectual disabilities. 

http://www.specialolympicsnd.org/
http://www.specialolympicsnd.org/
mailto:info@specialolympicsnd.org

