
Summer 2019 

Summer Fun, Friendship and Fierce Competition in Fargo 

The 2019 SOND State Summer Games kicked oǨ on a warm Thursday 

night in downtown Fargo as fans from across the region lined the 

streets to cheer on our champions. The Parade of Athletes, escorted 

by North Dakota State University student athletes and North Dakota 

Law Enforcement, made its way to the Fargo Civic Center for the 

Opening Ceremony. Female Athlete of the Year Holly Sabinash of 

Valley City and Tech Sgt. Erik Clemensen of the ND Air National 

Guard joined in igniting the cauldron to oǭcially open up the Games. 

This year, 13 communities provided nearly 600 athletes  and 112 

coaches as participants in the three day event.  Our athletes, part-

ners and coaches gave their best in the sports of bocce, Ǭag football, 

powerlifting, swimming, track & Ǫeld, and volleyball. 

The weekend was one to remember containing countless celebra-

tions. A new program from Standing Rock High School participated in 

track & Ǫeld.  Thanks to our wonderful volunteer healthcare provid-

ers, Special Olympics Lions Clubs International Opening Eyes and 

Special Smiles were oǨered at Fargo Davies High School.  Fifty-eight 

athletes sat in the dentists chair for a screening.  In reward for their 

bravery, each athlete received a sling bag Ǫlled with dental hygiene 

products courtesy of Dakota Dental Associates.  The eighty-two ath-

letes who participated in the Opening Eyes program received a com-

prehensive eye assessment with sixty athletes receiving prescription 

eyewear; other athletes who participated received either sunglasses 

or sports goggles.   Overall, more than 650 volunteers and thirty Ǫve 

organizations supported the 2019 Summer Games. (continued pg. 2) 

August 
 
18  District IV Soccer/Bocce 
 Tournament± Bismarck 
 
25 District III Soccer/Bocce 
 Tournament-West Fargo 
  
 
September 
 
14-15 State Soccer/Bocce  
 Tournament-Grand Forks 
 
17-18 Applebees Tip A Cop-
 statewide 
 
28  Truck Convoy-Fargo 
 
October 
 
15  Dancing for Special Stars-

 Minot 
 
26 State Awards Banquet-Fargo 
 
26-27 State Leadership Conference
 -Fargo 
 
November 
 
9-10 State Bowling Tournament
 -Bismarck/Mandan 

Upcoming Events 

2019 Memorials  

Special Olympics North Dakota deeply appreciates receiving donations in memory of friends and loved 

ones.  Memorial gifts have been received in remembrance of: 

Candace Batts   Roxanne Melberg 

Ashley Bada   Connor Sander 

Richard Hummel  Pete ®Dwight¯ Thrall 

Dawn Rae Ludwig  Lloyd Wittmayer 

Dean Martin  

The Special Report 
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Follow us today ! 

Summer Games continued 

Another highlight of the weekend was the addition of a new sport to the Summer Games. UniǪed Flag 

Football was oǨered to school -based teams at the high school level. This inaugural showcase event fea-

tured two teams made up of athletes and partners from Fargo and West Fargo High Schools. Everyone is 

excited for the growth that is happening in our North Dakota Schools as Spe-

cial Olympics and the UniǪed Champion Schools program touches more lives.  

SOND is pleased to oǨer a special thanks to our Summer Games Premier 

Sponsors.  SpartanNash, whose stores across the state raised dollars through a 

scan promotion; Fargo Area Knights of Columbus Councils, for providing and 

serving all of the athlete meals for the three-day tournament and Sanford 

Health for their generous Ǫnancial support!  Other sponsors include:  Gold 

Medal-Fargo Kiwanis Club, Sammons Financial Group; Silver Medal-Choice 

Bank, Fargo-Moorhead Convention and Visitors Bureau, Horace Lions Club, 

North Dakota Athletic Trainers Association, R.D. OǨutt Company, United Val-

ley Bank, West Acres Shopping Center and Xcel Energy. 

Lots of fun and smiles at the Summer Games 



Do you have an outstanding athlete, volunteer, sponsor in your community?  

Special Olympics North Dakota is fortunate to have so many outstanding volunteers, families and 

sponsors involved with our program.  Nominating them to be considered for a state award or a 

member of the Special Olympics North Dakota Hall of Fame is one way of acknowledging how 

much you value their time, talent and energy.  We also have many outstanding athletes who train 

hard throughout the year, help support their local program with fundraising and outreach eǨorts. 

Nomination forms can be found on our website at www.specialolympicsnd.org.  The Special Olym-

pics state Awards Banquet will be held at the Ramada Inn, Fargo on Saturday, October 26. 

Nominations for State Awards and Hall of Fame are due September 6th. 

Law Enforcement carry the Flame of Hope throughout the state!  

More than 160 law enforcement oǭcers and volunteers participated in runs covering communities across 

the state of North Dakota, beginning on June 5, which culminated with the Final Leg at the Opening Cere-

mony for the 2019 State Summer Games.  The Summer Games gave athletes and coaches the opportunity 

to march down Broadway Avenue, escorted from start to Ǫnish by members of the law enforcement com-

munity, the true ®Guardians of the Flame of Hope.¯  Special thanks to all thirty one Casey's General Stores 

across North Dakota for the support they showed during the month of June and for all the money they 

raised for the Law Enforcement Torch Run! 

Law Enforcement sponsors include: 

Gold Sponsor 
Casey's General Store  

Silver Sponsor 
Scheels 

Bronze Sponsor 
McKenzie Energy Partners 

North Dakota Peace Oǭcers Association 

North Dakota Telephone Company 

North Dakota Troopers Association 


