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Welcome to the 2026 
State Soccer & Bocce Tournament! 

Dear Athletes, Coaches, Families, Volunteers, and Friends, 

It is an honor to gather with all of you as we gear up and celebrate
another year of competition, determination, teamwork, and
achievement.
 
This event is about much more than scores and medals. It is about
athletes challenging themselves, discovering their strengths, and
demonstrating the courage and perseverance that inspire
everyone around them. Every participant who steps onto the field
or court represents the very best of sportsmanship, dedication, and
the belief that anything is possible through hard work and
commitment. 

As we begin this year's tournament, I encourage every athlete to
embrace the experience, compete with confidence, and take pride
in all you have accomplished to reach this moment. Success is not
measured solely by wins and losses, but by the effort you give, the
friendships you build, and the obstacles you overcome along the
way. 

A special and heartfelt thank you goes to our volunteers. Your
generosity, enthusiasm, and countless hours of service make this
event possible. Whether you are helping behind the scenes,
supporting competition venues, or cheering on athletes, your
contributions create opportunities and unforgettable experiences
for everyone involved. We are deeply grateful for your commitment
and dedication. 

We also extend our sincere appreciation to the Grand Forks Park
District and Red River High School for generously providing
outstanding facilities and support for this tournament. Your
partnership helps create an exceptional experience for our athletes,
coaches, families, and fans, and we are grateful for your continued
hospitality and commitment to our mission. 

As we come together this weekend, let us celebrate every
achievement, encourage one another, and showcase the spirit that
makes this event so special. May this tournament be filled with
memorable moments, personal bests, new friendships, and lasting
inspiration. 

Thank you for being part of this incredible event. Together, we
continue to build a stronger community where every athlete has
the opportunity to shine. 

Best wishes for a successful and enjoyable tournament! 

Nancy Hanson 
President/CEO 
Special Olympics North Dakota



THANK YOU!

We are grateful to the following individuals, businesses,
and organizations for their generous support of the 2026

State Soccer & Bocce Tournament. Your time, effort,
services, and contributions help make this event possible.

Altru Health System
Country Hearth Bread

Darcy’s Café
DHI Envision

GF Tundra Soccer Program
GFC High School Boys Soccer Team

GFC High School Girls Volleyball Team
Grand Forks Park District

Hugo’s Family Marketplace & Catering
Knights of Columbus

Northland Potato Growers Association
Opp Construction

PDQ Sanitary Services
RR High School Boys Soccer Team

RR High School Girls Volleyball Team
Stones Mobile Radio

Target
Tom Scherer Photography

UND Student Athletes
Visit Greater Grand Forks

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF THE TEAM 
BEHIND THE TOURNAMENT.



8:00AM – 8:30AM Head of Delegation Check-in – Oxford Sports Complex
(in-between Diamonds 1 & 2)

8:30AM Bocce Coaches Meeting – Diamond 3

8:45AM Soccer Coaches Meeting – Soccer Field #2 on Diamond 4

9:00AM – 9:15AM Line up for Opening Ceremony (Southwest Side of Kraft Field)

9:15AM – 9:45AM Opening Ceremony (Kraft Field)

10:00AM – 3:00PM Souvenir Sales

10:15AM – 11:50AM Soccer Preliminary Rounds (Diamonds 1, 2, 4)

10:30AM – 3:30PM Olympic Town

11:30AM – 1:00PM Lunch Distribution (Outside of Kraft Field)

1:15PM Soccer Competition (Youth/Unified/Traditional)

5:30PM – 7:00PM Dinner – Red River Cafeteria

7:00PM – 8:30PM Dance – Red River Small Gym

10:15AM Bocce (Singles/Team) – Diamond 3

EVENT/LOCATION

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH

SCHEDULE
2026 State Soccer & Bocce Tournament

General Schedule of Events

TIME

Unified Soccer Continues9:00AM

Bocce Doubles Begin9:00AM

Souvenir Sales9:00AM

Lunch Distribution (Outside of Kraft Field)11:00AM – 12:00PM

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH
TIME EVENT/LOCATION

*All events are held at Oxford Sports Complex, Kraft Field, and Red River except
where noted.
*Awards presentations on Saturday and Sunday will take place after the
completion of each division for both soccer (Diamond 4) and bocce (Diamond 3).
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

SEPTEMBER

26TH LETR TRUCK PULL
Minot

OCTOBER
TH10 LETR TRUCK CONVOY

West Fargo

OCTOBER
TH17 LETR POLAR PLUNGE

Bismarck

DECEMBER 

2026
GOLD MEDAL
GRAB RAFFLE
Statewide
One month.  Endless chances to win.

On sale now at Souvenirs or through
your local Area Program.

STATE BOWLING
Fargo & Mandan

NOVEMBER
ST1

DECEMBER
TH6 STATE BASKETBALL

Minot



  TRAINING & 
COMPETITION CALENDAR

2026-2027

 
SOCCER/BOCCE 

Unified & Traditional Bocce & Soccer 
8-10 Week Training Period: 
Assessments Due: 
∙∙Area Tournaments: 
∙∙Regional Tournaments: Fargo/Bismarck 
Level 1 Coach Certification Deadline: 
Entry Deadline: 
State Tournament: GRAND FORKS 

July 27 – September 18, 2026 
August 10, 2026 
August 15 – 22, 2026 
August 22 – 23, 2026 
August 31, 2026 
September 4, 2026 
September 19 – 20, 2026 

*Bocce doubles (unified & traditional) at Regionals. Singles & Teams at Area Tournaments.

BOWLING* (No Handicap) 
8-10 Week Training Period: 
∙∙Area Tournaments: 
Level 1 Coach Certification Deadline: 
Entry Deadline: 
State Tournament: MANDAN & FARGO 

September 7 – November 1, 2026 
October 10 – 18, 2026 
October 12, 2026 
October 16, 2026 
November 1, 2026 

*15 games must be bowled for an athlete to qualify for the State Bowling Tournament.

BASKETBALL 
8-10 Week Training Period:
Assessments Due: 
∙∙Area Tournaments:
∙∙Regional Tournaments: Jamestown/Dickinson 
Level 1 Coach Certification Deadline: 
Entry Deadline: 
State Tournament: MINOT 

October 12 – December 6, 2026 
November 6, 2026 
November 2 – 7, 2026 
November 7 – 15, 2026 
November 13, 2026 
November 16, 2026 
December 6, 2026 

WINTER GAMES 
Unified Volleyball, Cornhole 

8-10 Week Training Period: 
Assessments Due: 
∙∙Area Games:
∙∙Regional Tournament: Grand Forks/Mandan 
Level 1 Coach Certification Deadline: 
Entry Deadline: 
State Games: VALLEY CITY 

January 4 – February 28, 2027 
February 1, 2027 
January 25 – February 5, 2027 
February 6 – 14, 2027 
February 8, 2027 
February 12, 2027 
February 27 – 28, 2027 

SUMMER GAMES 
Swimming, Track & Field, Powerlifting 

8-10 Week Training Period:
Assessments Due: 
∙∙Area Games:
Level 1 Coach Certification Deadline: 
∙∙Regional Tournament: Valley City/Minot 
Entry Deadline:

March 22 – May 15, 2027 
April 9, 2027 
April 17 – 23, 2027 
April 23, 2027 
April 24 – 25, 2027 
April 26, 2027 
May 15 – 16, 2027 State Tournament: FARGO 

*Specific dates for entry deadlines and tournaments subject to change depending on State tournament dates

∙∙Area tournaments are competitions that are organized within a specific geographic area/city. Regional tournaments are a
broader level of competition that divides North Dakota teams into eastern and western regions, allowing teams to
compete against others from the same part of the state before advancing to state-level competition. 



BISMARCK

SOCCER
BISMARCK BLAZE
ATHLETES UNIFIED PARTNERS COACH

Adam Bobbe
Jesse Christensen
Chase Irwin
Adam Kuhn

Toni CottinghamBryar Morin
Mark Wald
Charles Warren

Zachary Cottingham
Chance Leingang
Shalynn Vetter

BISMARCK BRONCOS
ATHLETES UNIFIED PARTNERS COACHES

Miles Bishop
Chris Goetz
Morgan Huft
Brieanna Moos
Joseph Nacua

Lyndsey Doll
Devin Stroh

Thomas Dworshak
Sara Koppen-Doll

Seth Nagel
Stephen Osterlund
Ronald Schmidt
Johnathan Zacher

BISMARCK BULLDOGS
UNIFIED PARTNERS COACH

Carly Amundson
Joey Caranicas
Brian Jensen
Luke Keller

Mandy Nagel
Quinn Nagel

Wendy SchweitzerPatrick Sundby
Lacey Thiesen
Sundance Thomas
Mercedes Wolff

ATHLETES

BOCCE
ATHLETES

Dallas Bakken
Max Borner
Xavier Cornell
Rose Docter
Dustin Erhart
Mary Jo Esslinger
Danny Friedt

Karen Halsey
Gavyn Herfendal
Vedrana Hodzic
Donnie Hook
David Johs
Lynsey Koch

Chad Munsch
Steven Nilles
Roxanne Scott
David Sharp
Bradley Stiefel
Matthew Thompson

UNIFIED PARTNERS

Corey Barnes
Stanley Thompson

COACHES

Jennifer Rewald
Cathy Vetter
Shannon Vetter



CASS COUNTY

SOCCER
CASS COUNTY BEARS
ATHLETES COACHES

Jeremiah Colbert
Brita Greenawalt

UNIFIED PARTNERS

Kirby Colbert
Marty Colbert
Ripson Hamner

Evan Bailey
Kenny Fowler
Ali Reile
Josh Schiltz
Jim Schmidt
Anna Stevens
Annie Tarr
Taylor Waklee

CASS COUNTY EAGLES
ATHLETES COACHES

Alex Clute
Codie Devaney
Jason Faltersack
Randy Gilman
Nick Hirchet
Shawn Knutson
Charlie Laughlin
Nick Poolman
Collin Pribula
Tyler Steinhouse

Wes Frisco
Suzanne McConn

CASS COUNTY PANTHERS
COACH

Breena Anderson
Scot Hagen
Patricia Olson
Sawyer Pearcy
Isaac Sorenson
Kraig Stein
Nikki Stromme
Nick Voegele
Lane Wilson

Steve Anderson

ATHLETES

CASS COUNTY WOLVES
UNIFIED PARTNERS COACH

Corey Abraham
Kelli Cymbaluk
Levi Doll
Kalvin Easley
Andy Erickson
Isaac Obeng
Dominic Rodriguez
Lance Rosenkranz

Shayli Kratcha
Kelvin Kuylee

Kari Scott

ATHLETES



CASS COUNTY

BOCCE
ATHLETES

Kyle Anderson
Carimar Arevalo
Brandon Austinson
Amy Blehm
Larson Braley
Jeromy Brown
Arica Chevalier
Collette Colling
Mistie Creech
Samantha Dewald
Austin Donahue
Don Draper
Deb Drovdal
Anthony Eckroth
Eric Felch
Melissa Geiszler

Evan Geyer
Margaret Goodwin
Christopher Haider
Dennis Hopper
Jennifer Hummel
Darrell Jacobson
Ronald Jones
Hannah Jordet
Serena Kennedy
Angie Kiefer
Chris Koenders
Sonia Kolstoe
Jackie Krei
Carlye Lovejoy
Ann Malmstrom
Erin Mariner

Penney Mauer
Cindy May
Macie McCarty
Melanie McIntyre
Judy Miller
Marissa Mullendore
Kim Parsley
Miranda Persellin
James Roe
Matthew Ruona
David Scheid
Justin Skaurud
Chelsie Streich
Alex Sullivan
Beth White
Rose Zehrer

UNIFIED PARTNERS

Kim Almer
Brady Blatchford
Andrea Chevalier
MJ Dahlheimer
Becki Donahue
Julie Haider

COACHES

MariBeth Reitmeier
Dave Schmidt

Mark Haider
Richard Haider
Lynn Hummel
Yvonne Hummel
Chris Johnson
Mary Knutson

Cheryl Scheid
Eldor Scheid
Rita Schwehr
Canbria Severson
Amay Taxis
Evan Wilkerson

GRAFTON

BOCCE
ATHLETES
Greg Amb
Dominic Bergman
Faith Buckman
Charles Buffett
Jeremy Harper

Robert Larson
Wyatt Manley
Aarav Mehta
Aspen Morrison
Trenton Novac

UNIFIED PARTNERS

Shawn Hanson

COACH

Julissa Medina

Noah Schmalz
Izabella Swenson



GRAND FORKS

SOCCER

GRAND FORKS FALCONS
ATHLETES
Ethan Johnson
Jassen Johnson
Casey Monda
Jenna Rehling
Toby Ripley
Jaiden Thompson

COACHES
Tony Johnson
Katrina Tjepkema

UNIFIED PARTNERS
Ava Eickenbrock
Nicholas Erhart
Cora Parrill
Elsa Parrill

GRAND FORKS COYOTES
ATHLETES
Katrina Gonser
Alex Schefter
Corey Shuler
Tom Sorenson
Nova Stringer
Adam Weiler

COACH
Meredith McCarthy

UNIFIED PARTNERS
Elijah Conrad
Bella Costa
Hope Gaddie
Jenna Hasbrouck

GRAND FORKS LIGHTNING
ATHLETES
Baylee Bjorge
Cheyenne Booth
Joey Dub
Jordan Erickson
Beth Johnson
Stacy Olson

COACH
Katie Marcotte

UNIFIED PARTNERS
Ali Dub
Elizabeth Dub
Lauren Dub

GRAND FORKS RAVENS
ATHLETES
Stetson Gowan
Kierra Hodny
Sara Johnson
Terri Moran
Grace Nikle
Austin Schlief
Brady Wray

COACHES
Jackie Hodny
Karen Johnson

UNIFIED PARTNERS
Everly Grosgebauer
Olivia Lennon
Nya Lizotte



GRAND FORKS

SOCCER

GRAND FORKS WOLFPACK
ATHLETES
Dante Agnes
Trevor Bratvold
Chad Daucsavage
Anthony Hesse
Brandon Hesse
Tommy Mikkelson
Kevin Nelson

COACHES
Jerry Agnes
Teresa Agnes

UNIFIED PARTNERS
Stephanie Hoff
Matthew Rexine
Joe Richter

GRAND FORKS THUNDER
ATHLETES
Issac Conrad
Keiran Dale
Jacob Hesse
Josh Jerome
Tyler Lee
Jecky Oulare
Dylan Solland

COACH
Scott Conrad

UNIFIED PARTNERS
Christopher O'Connor
Josh Parrill
Hailee Vickman

BOCCE
ATHLETES

Erin Baumann
BJ Cammack
David Dahlgren
Lena Faulhaber
Lilia Fish
Breanna Foy
Cory Gunderson
Kevin Heilig

Tino Ibarra
Mary Lala
Em LaPlant
Jolynn Miron
Julianna Nelson
Todd Oksendahl
Daisy Poppenhagen
Vanessa Rodriquez

Bret Roth
Alex Smith
Mady Stallmo
Kyanne Stringer
Kelly Swingen
Adam Walski
Hannah Watson

UNIFIED PARTNERS

Jen Capes
Liz LaPlant
Emily Laternus
Cathy Muus
Kristin O'Connor
Krystal Roth
Kaylee Walski
Pam Zimbleman

COACHES

Georgia Hirschey
Julie Watson



JAMESTOWN

SOCCER

BOCCE
ATHLETES

Anita Anton
Walter Baesler
Phil Clemens
Leroy Dallman
Joseph Fuchs
Keith January
Heather Martell

Kristie Meidinger
Gail Nelson
Tracey Odland
Jennifer Randall
Sandy Raurk
Tom Schlecht

Kelly Schuldheisz
Teresa Schwarz
Tom Speyers
Mandy Steckler
Judy Sweet
Suzanna Syverson

COACH

Chloe Carlson

JAMESTOWN WILDCATS
ATHLETES
Rainann Bull
Jerry Grenz
Samantha Kolden
Richard Kraft
Scott Lausch
Sydney Mathiasen
Kaeonna Radtke
Marcie Thielges

COACH
Jake Hanson

UNIFIED PARTNERS
Olivia Baker
Natasha Benson
Gabrielle Kolden
Jeremy Willman

JAMESTOWN COUGARS
ATHLETES
Jacob Baker
Myron Houser
Ty Kersting
Skylar Lux
Dominic Radtke
Blaine Schulz
William Whitecotton

COACH
Jaron Lux

UNIFIED PARTNERS
Trey Mugwaneza
Hannah Sjostrom
Belle Sjostrom
Hope Sjostrom
Cedric



MANDAN

SOCCER

BOCCE
ATHLETES

Sarah Benner
Danielle Bingert
John Davenport
Ryan Dewald

Erika Hager
Sheldon Himmelspach
Anna Landeis
Alex Leach

Cassie Lunde
Ryan Moore
Jan Moser
Randi Schlecht

UNIFIED PARTNERS

Eugene Benner
Jean Bingert

COACHES

Delores Christian
Kelli Frederick

MANDAN BUCKEYES
ATHLETES
Kayla Foth
Jared Jans
Christhian Ortega-Rivera
Brian Ricker
Patrick Ridley
Ann Schuh
Paul Vardenega

COACHES
Tonya Jans
ShayLynn Kadrmas
Brandy Peterson



MINOT

SOCCER

BOCCE
ATHLETES

Sammy Aalund
Joyce Asongkeng-Ngouateu
Cindy Bossart
Kelly Coutts
Darin Grondahl
Chad Kolb
Jesse Kraft
Jamie LaFromboise
Aushata Land
Andy May

David Norwood
Aaron Sloan
Alex Sloan
Emily Smith
Tyasia Tollefson
Brooke Vanzomeren
Kim Winter
James Wolfgang
Kyle Ziegler

COACHES

Scot Redding
Skylar Tollefson

MINOT MINI BEAVERS
ATHLETES
Stetson Erickson
Larry Hall Jr
Kyler Lewis
Ethan Permentier

COACHES
Krista Permentier
Yves Permentier

UNIFIED PARTNERS
Kaysen Dufner
Alden Hall

MINOT DRAGONS
ATHLETES
James Charley
Christy Coughlin
Kimberly Coutts
Tiffany Coutts
Michael Dufner
Robert Gorman
Bryan Johnson
Tyler Leintz
Max Osadchuk
Brandon Reilly

COACHES
Ismaila Diaby
Renee Dufner

UNIFIED PARTNERS
Morgan Cummings
Luke Rosa
Scott Tollefson



VALLEY CITY

SOCCER

BOCCE
ATHLETES

Janna Bitz
Jeanette Brown
Bekah Cook
Marie DeLorme
Natasha Esch
Chris Feigert
Faith Hanson

Colleen Hehr
Lee Hoff
Jaxon Horsager
Michael Johnson
Alex Lanenga
Adam Maresh

Lori Reimers
Jenna Roe
Holly Sabinash
Jess Stack
Mike Venhuizen
Diane Wagner

UNIFIED PARTNER

Jett Horsager

COACH

Tara Anderson

VALLEY CITY BRIDGESTERS
ATHLETES
Anthony Anderson
Jennifer Bennett
Cassie Colwell
Adam Compson
RoxAnne DeKrey
Terry Hunter
Matthew Johnson
Keytyn Lemer
Nick LeMier
Aidyn McCombs
Kandice Novak
Matt Thorson

COACH
Cindy Schopper
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